Among the Slavers of Dianga
The Portuguese of Dianga had never acknowledged the Vicerovs
of Goa as being competent to give them orders, though both de
Brito and Tibao liked to treat with them as equals, the former
marrying the famous Eurasian beauty., Luisa de Saldanha, the
niece of the Viceroy of that name, and the latter persuading the
twentieth Viceroy, Dom Jeronimo de Azevedo, to join him in the
raid on Mrauk-u. Now their only connection with Goa was through
the Augustinians. In point of fact, as mercenaries of Arakan who
kidnapped subjects of the Mughal, they were an embarrassment.
The Viceroy's policy was to maintain friendly relations with the
Empire, He did not want to be accused of collusion in the slave
raids.
We have an excellent description of what these raids were like,
written by the Mughal historian Shiab-ud-din Talish. 'The
Arakan pirates, who were both Portuguese and native, used con-
stantly to come by water and plunder Bengal/ he writes. *They
carried off such Hindus and Moslems as they could seize, pierced
the palms of their hands, passed thin slips of cane through the
holes and shut them huddled together under the decks of their
ships. Every morning they flung down some uncooked rice, as we
do for fowl. . . „ Many noblemen and women of family had to
undergo the disgrace of slavery or concubinage. . . . Not a house
eventually was left inhabited on either side of the rivers leading
from Chittagong to Dacca. . . . The sailors of the Bengal flotilla
were so terrified of the pirates that if a hundred armed boats of the
former sighted but four of the latter, then: crews thought them-
selves lucky if they could save themselves by flight. . . . Half the
pirates' booty went to the King of Arakan.'
These were the ruffians among whom Friar Domingos had lived
for seven years; and we can well understand the reason for his
loneliness. Manrique was a man of tougher fibre, As will later
appear, he was able to win the confidence of the mercenaries and
undertake on their behalf important responsibilities.
But at first he was very homesick. On Friar Domingos* depar-
ture he was alone at the Residency. It is true that for a time he
had as companion a certain Friar Manoel, who must have fol-
lowed from Hugh. This Brother fell foul of the local Hindus, not
on account of the Mission's activities as such, but because on the
occasion of a festival he forbade the native Christians, of whom
there were a considerable number, to lend carpets and hangings
for the decoration of a temple. As we have said, Hinduism has no
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